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ABSTRACT 
Since In 2015, Indonesia has accept hundreds Rohingya refugees and give help like food until 
facility health to refugees. Likewise the population local , namely the Acehnese community who 
provide help humanity to the refugees Because public local concerned with religious tensions 
that occurred in Myanmar. However on the side other, there are various problems faced by the 
Acehnese people regarding his arrival Rohingya refugees to area they. As happened in 2023 , 
where arrival These Rohingya refugees give impact negative in aspect economic and social. 
Research This aiming For explain efforts made by the Aceh Regional Government in protect 
public local who feel threatened by the existence of Rohingya refugees in the Aceh region in 
2023 with use theory securitization and concepts security national. Aceh Regional Government 
as the actor who performs security to things that happen in their area. In this case This, 
Acehnese society is referent object from effort securitization carried out by the government 
Aceh area. Then, Rohingya refugees can considered as existential threat for Acehnese society in 
a number of the context is important, because Rohingya refugees arrive in large amount and 
has cause impact significant social threats. As for the threats existential consequences from 
coming refugees Rohingya need steps outside normal For overcome problems that occur. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Indonesia has very strategic position Because located between two continents, namely 
Asia and Australia, and flanked by the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. Strategic 
position This make Indonesia a destination country for the seekers asylum including 
refugees ethnicity Rohingya. Since In 2015, Indonesia has accept hundreds Rohingya 
refugees and give help like food until facility health to refugees, as well as residents local 
namely public Aceh which gives help humanity to the refugees Because public local 
concerned with religious tensions that occurred in Myanmar, especially between 
Rohingya Muslim and Rakhine Buddhist communities. This conflict is centered in 
Myanmar. impact wide until to realm international especially neighboring countries 
such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Bangladesh. The population ethnicity Rohingya facing 
discrimination heavy from Myanmar government many people fled self to these 
countries. The Rohingya case has become global attention is not only Because ongoing 
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violence but also because indication existence effort genocide to they (Rachmawati, 
2017). 
 
Refugees ethnicity Rohingya is A group ethnicity minority the majority of Muslims living 
in Rakhine state which is located in northwest Myanmar and bordering with Bangladesh, 
the existence ethnicity Rohingya in Myanmar have become debate during for years 
because of its origins are unknown known (Ali, 2022). History of conflict even this own 
complex and diverse roots where the Rohingya ethnic group claim as resident native 
Rakhine, while the Myanmar government considers they as immigrant illegal from 
Bangladesh. For this reason, the Myanmar government does not recognize Rohingya as 
one of from 135 groups recognized ethnicity in a way official in the country. 
 
The case of human rights violations in Myanmar is tragedy humanity which includes to 
in violation weight in the Southeast Asia region. ASEAN, as organization of Southeast 
Asian nations, assessed fail operate his role as regional (Kamal & Jaelani, 2024) 
organization. ASEAN does not capable press Myanmar government to finish Rohingya 
case because the principle of non - intervention adopted by ASEAN members. The 
principle This obstruct assistance from ASEAN countries in finish the conflict that caused 
conflict prolonged without settlement so that Conflict between Myanmar and Rohingya 
is increasing peak in violence and violations right basic serious human being. 
 
Aceh is one of the objective main for Rohingya refugees because location its strategic 
geography as part from route migration refugees in the Southeast Asia region. 
Conditions Aceh's geography borders direct with waters international, such as the Strait 
of Malacca, making it become point important landing for Rohingya refugees fleeing self 
from conflict in Myanmar. Acehnese people often treat refugees with empathy and 
solidarity, which makes it become interesting destination for Rohingya refugees seeking 
protection. However presence from the refugees Rohingya Aceh precisely become 
threat for public Aceh local Because No existence certainty until when the refugees stop 
in his area and feelings threat security national this is also visible from attitude refugees 
ethnicity Rohingya who are not value custom local customs (Untoro, Idris, & 
Hardiwinoto, 2016) 
 

1. Number Table Rohingya refugees in Aceh 

No. Year Number of Refugees 

1. 2015 500 

2. 2016 897 

3. 2017 959 

4. 2018 94 

5. 2019 582 
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6. 2020 584 

7. 2021 682 

8. 2022 913 

9. 2023 1,752 

Source : (Unhcr.org, 2023) 
 
Based on the table said, can proven that beginning enter refugees ethnicity Rohingya 
entered in 2015 and continued to rise until soaring in 2023 with number reach more out 
of 1000 souls. This is make public Aceh restless because of increase refugees each year 
until soaring refugees in 2023 because Already a number of year after reception 
refugees Rohingya ethnic group, refugees ethnicity Rohingya increasingly increased by 
that, the Acehnese people feel security national embedded (Rasji, Aprianes, Elia, & 
Kurniawan, 2024). Related with matter mentioned, Related with matter said, the Aceh 
Regional Government uses his authority in accordance with Aceh Qanun Number 3 of 
2007 concerning the Procedures for the Formation of Qanun, which provides authority 
to Aceh Regional Government to together with the Aceh People's Representative 
Council (DPRA) issued policy in form draft Qanun.  
 
In this case, the Aceh Regional Government together with the DPRA took step for 
respond problem arrival Rohingya refugees with compile draft Qanun on Handling 
Refugees from Abroad in Aceh.  This step show seriousness Aceh Regional Government 
in handle issue and also ensure that policies produced own runway strong and 
appropriate law with context local Aceh. With Thus, the steps this is also a part from 
securitizing move efforts undertaken by the Aceh Regional Government to overcome 
challenges faced related with arrival Rohingya refugees. 
 
This study emphasizes the strategy taken by the government Aceh region in secure 
public local who feel threatened by the existence of Rohingya refugees in Aceh. In the 
study this, writer to argue that Handling the Aceh Regional Government has done 
through three draft main securitization that is securitizing move, referent object and 
existential threat, as well extraordinary measures. The Aceh Regional Government plays 
a role as the actor who carries out securitizing move with emit policy of the Qanun Bill 
on Handling Refugees from Abroad in Aceh as derivative from Regulation President 
Number 125 of 2016 concerning Handling Refugees from Abroad. Acehnese people are 
placed as referent object, while arrival refugees Rohingya ethnic group is considered as 
existential threat that must be handled. 
 
Form response emergency given covers various policy strategic and cooperative for 
protect public Aceh related areas arrival Rohingya refugees. The Aceh Regional 
Government has determined location appropriate shelter for avoid concentration 
refugees in a particular area, based on a study that takes into account regional capacity 
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and its impact. Implementation facility adequate health by the Aceh Regional 
Government. In addition, there is a support program psychosocial provided for refugees 
and communities local for dealing with trauma and building solidarity. Local 
communities and leaders custom involved in taking decision so that the policy in 
accordance with culture local and get support community . Refugees given access to 
education and training skills for increase independence and prevent burden economy 
for public local. Then, there is campaign information public done for to educate public 
about situation refugees and their importance solidarity humanity, with objective 
reduce stigma and discrimination. By policies this, it is expected Acehnese people and 
Rohingya refugees can life side by side in a way harmonious, overcome challenges that 
arise together. Therefore that, researcher interested For investigate effort concrete 
actions taken by the Aceh Regional Government in 2023 to protect Acehnese people 
who feel threatened by the existence of Rohingya refugees, who are increasingly 
become spotlight. Research This aiming for dig more in issue the in accordance with 
context background the back that has been described. 
 
Although related issues with the problems faced by Rohingya refugees have Lots 
investigated from corner view politics, humanity, and diplomacy at the international 
level, not yet Lots research that is special focus on protection citizens who feel 
threatened by the presence of them and connect them with discipline Knowledge 
Connection International. There are a number of literature that becomes comparisons 
and new ideas For research written by researchers. Research previous with title Policy 
The Indonesian government through Securitization Migration Refugees Rohingya in 
Aceh 2012-2015 by Hardi Alunaza SD and M.Kholit Juani (2017) which discusses about 
policy government at the time Rohingya refugees arrive to Aceh in 2012 to 2015 where 
in writing This writer discuss related importance policy government For respond 
Rohingya refugees in the year Through this article, researchers can understand How the 
Indonesian government made policy towards the Rohingya refugees so that from writing 
This become source innovation Topic For researcher For researching more carry on 
other efforts made government area Aceh moment This on surge the increase in 
Rohingya refugees. 
 
Then the writing of Lindra Darnela and Muhammad Ady Nugroho (2017) with title “ 
Protection The Indonesian government against Stateless Person Rohingya Immigrants in 
Aceh”. In this article discussed related with perspective law international to humanity 
where the Indonesian government is required for give protection law to stateless 
persons in frame protect right basic man they. Discussion the help researcher For 
understand effort government fight for right the rights of Rohingya refugees and uphold 
securitization security national also protects its people. The last writing from Rasji, 
Cesilia Aprianes, Elia, Michelle Heyde Kurniawan (2024) with title “Authority The 
Indonesian government in Handle Rohingya Refugees According to Constitution 
Immigration” which discusses about policy the Indonesian government which is 
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considered too tolerant so that need existence repair regulations that govern refugee 
camp mentioned. In this article researcher can understand a number of policies that 
have been issued by the Indonesian Government as one of the effort to straighten up 
securitization security national. From the studies that have been done studied by the 
author can found pause research that has not been done discussed that is securitization 
government area Aceh in to uphold security national in its territory as well as protect 
public Aceh to Rohingya refugees in 2023 who became year with improvement refugees 
the most. 
 

METHODS 
 
In the research this, using type study qualitative descriptive as method For describe How 
the phenomenon that occurs in a way specific, describing the process of occurrence 
studies ongoing case investigated in a way systematic, and display description and 
interpretation from a phenomenon use parse and translate a phenomena that occur. 
The connection is with writing This namely, to study steps taken by the Indonesian 
government in handle Rohingya refugees in Aceh with focus on how issue the 
categorized as threat security national, as well as give description details and 
interpretation about situation refugees, response government, policies and actions 
concrete taken during 2023, so that give deep understanding about phenomenon the. 
In collecting data, research This using secondary data use explain description 
phenomena that occur. Sources used by researchers originate from studies literature, 
good through book physique and also source electronic others. Like article news in page 
credible online, publications articles, as well as journal scientific as source information 
and complete the required data in research. Data analysis techniques used namely, 
through collection from various sources that are compiled and organized in a way 
systematic based on existing facts. 
 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 
Securitizing Move Against Refugees Rohingya Ethnic Group in Aceh by the Aceh 
Regional Government 
 
Securitization process is the mechanism by which actors who have roles and authorities 
important in government, such as state officials, state agencies, figures society and 
organizations international identify and respond perceived threat threaten 
sustainability object or interest certain (Dharmaputra, 2017). Actors this , is called as 
"securitizing actors" who play a role in secure and protect object said. The first step in 
the process of securitization is identify threat serious that can endanger object certain. 
This Can originate from various aspect like economy, health, and security. Furthermore, 
securitizing actors convey statement public For emphasize existence threat said, with 
objective convincing audience that threat This real and necessary followed up (Tamsyah 
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& Hidayat, 2022). With frame threat as problem big for audience, securitizing actor to 
obtain legitimacy For carry out action necessary precautions. By overall, can it is said 
that, securitization is a process where actors important in government identify and 
respond threat to object or protected interests through declaration public For get trust 
audience and implementation action outside normal For overcome threat the 
(Muhaimin, 2018). In context this, securitization still involving identification threats and 
actions outside normal, but more depend on action practical and policy direct than 
declaration public. 
 
Securitizing Actor 
 
Securitizing actor in study This is officials and agencies Aceh Regional Government, 
which consists of from Governor of Aceh, Aceh Health Service, Aceh Disaster 
Management Agency Aceh Disaster Management Agency (BPBA), as well as agency 
related others. With existence improvement amount refugees Rohingya ethnic group 
who came to the Aceh region, the Aceh Regional Government as securitizing actor feel 
need take action prevention on the threats that arise. This is in accordance with not 
quite enough answer Aceh Regional Government for protect and guard order 
communities in their area. Based on data from UNHCR, the number of Rohingya 
refugees who arrived in Aceh in a number of year final Keep going increased, where 
since beginning his arrival in 2015, soared around 319 refugees until in Aceh. Until fnally 
in 2023, there were 12,295 refugees registered with UNHCR, including 69 % adults 
consisting of of 72% men and 29% women, and 29% children. This can Viewed from 
January to December 2023, as many as 1,752 Rohingya refugees were disembarked of 
11 ships in several locations in Aceh and North Sumatra (Unhcr.org, 2023). The existence 
of These Rohingya refugees cause significant impact, where they need facility base like 
place stay, food and service health that has been add load on source Power local. In 
addition, concerns about potential distribution disease and improvement act crime also 
emerged. Therefore that, for still guard order and welfare Acehnese people, Aceh 
Regional Government takes steps practical for manage situation This without do 
declaration explicit public. 
 
First step to take The Aceh Regional Government is tighten supervision in the area 
borders and coasts, improving patrol security, and work the same with institution 
international For Handling refugees (Batubara, 2023). Furthermore, the Aceh Regional 
Government is working the same with various stakeholders interests, including 
government centers, non- governmental institutions, and organization international 
through discussion closed and meeting coordination For manage situation refugees 
without need announce it in a way public (Mumtazainur, 2020). In addition, they using 
local media and channels information other for give information selective to public 
about steps taken, so public understand situation without cause panic. After threat 
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identified and steps practical implemented, the Aceh Regional Government continues 
with implement steps outside normal. 
  
Referent Object 
In context securitization carried out by the Aceh Regional Government related to 
Rohingya refugees, protected object referent in context This is security and welfare 
Acehnese society. In general concrete, security and welfare This covers stability social, 
order general, and integrity economy area. Aceh regional government does not only try 
protect security and welfare public local as referent object, but also shows commitment 
to principles humanity in handle issue refugees. Through identification and handling 
threat to referent object, Aceh Regional Government can increase legitimacy policy they 
as well as get more support wide from public local and community international in effort 
they for manage situation Rohingya refugees in effective and sustainable, as well as 
ensure stability and prosperity Acehnese people and refugees (Savitri, Wiranto, & 
Legowo, 2022). 
 
Threats and Efforts of the Aceh Regional Government to Protect the Acehnese 
Community Against Refugees Rohingya ethnic group 
 
Existential Threat 
 
In some year lastly, the Aceh Regional Government is facing challenge large in nature 
existential consequence existence refugees Rohingya ethnic group in its territory (BBC 
News, 2023). Threat existential This No only concerning sustainability life Acehnese 
society, but also includes various aspect crucial social, economic and security for stability 
area the (DSI Aceh, 2024). Rohingya refugees can considered as an existential threat for 
the Acehnese people in a number of important context like presence refugees can also 
add burden to infrastructure and public services that have been there is in Aceh, this 
covers improvement use Health and Education facilities, which can influence quality 
available services for the Acehnese people. Apart from that, there is refugees also 
increase risk transmission disease, especially in condition life solid in place possible 
shelter not enough adequate from aspect sanitation. More Far again, presence Rohingya 
refugees can also cause impact culture and identity. Differences culture and values 
between refugees and communities local can challenge identity Acehnese culture and 
society which has there is , maybe result in tension more social in. In the context of This, 
the Aceh Regional Government needs to have an organized and coordinated strategy 
for manage arrival Rohingya refugees with. Steps like establishment center separate 
shelter with adequate facilities, supervision tight, and coordination with organization 
international and non- governmental. 
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Sector Pre-Refugee Data Data After 
Refugees 

Percentage 
Increase(%) 

New Health Facilities 2 4 100% 

Health Budget (Rp 
million) 

150 250 66.67% 

New School 1 2 100% 

Education Budget 
(Rp million) 

100 160 60% 

(Dinas Kesehatan Aceh, 2022) 
 
Extraordinary Measures 
 
Outer steps normal or extraordinary measures are actions taken by securitization actors 
for prevent threat existential, in context This Aceh regional government takes steps For 
handle refugees Rohingya ethnic group that disturbs Aceh society. This effort done For 
protect the Acehnese people and maintain stability area with various effective policies 
and actions. First, Executor Channel Help Humanity The first step taken by the Aceh 
Regional Government was to establish center shelter special temporary for separated 
Rohingya refugees from settlement local community located in West Aceh (Zulkarnaini, 
2024). Shelter center This designed with adequate facilities for fulfil need the daily lives 
of refugees, including access to clean water, sanitation, places stay while, and service 
health and education. On the other hand, assistance social provided by the Regional 
Government selective to individual, family, or public for protect from risk social that is 
possible happen, help This can in cash or goods certain (Setiawan, Saputra, & Wahyudi, 
2020).  
 
Second,Supervision Strict To Rohingya refugees. Supervision strict is a very important 
strategy in context Handling Rohingya refugees in Aceh (Putra, 2023). Local government 
Aceh has take steps concrete with to establish centers separate shelter from settlement 
public local. Centers This equipped with adequate facilities for fulfil need the daily lives 
of refugees, including access to clean water, sanitation, places stay while, and service 
health and education. The existence of center shelter separated This No only help 
ensure that refugees get the help they provide need without bother public local, but 
also allows government for do supervision strict to activities in it. Supervision The 
Indonesian National Army (TNI) in Aceh has also been tightened for ensure No There is 
Again Rohingya refugees who entered to the territory of Indonesia (Zulkarnaini, 2023). 
Steps security and control at the border and the Indonesian waters are increased for 
prevent entry Rohingya refugees. Steps tightened supervision This covering 
improvement patrols in water and land areas are increased and carried out regularly for 
monitor as well as prevent entry refugees. In addition, technology supervision such as 
radar, drones, and cameras supervisor used or monitor movement on the borders and 
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waters. The TNI also works the same with agency related such as the National Agency 
for Disaster Management Terrorism (BNPT), Police, and agencies other For strengthen 
supervision. Not only that, addition amount personnel at points vulnerable and training 
special also done for face possible situations happen related refugees. Operation 
especially in areas that are track enter Rohingya refugees were also held. All effort This 
aiming for guard state sovereignty and security as well as prevent entry possible 
refugees bring impact social, economic and security for Indonesia. Regional government 
also implemented policy registration and identification for all Rohingya refugees. Every 
refugees required For register and get card identity special containing information 
personal and biometric data they. This used for monitor movement refugees and ensure 
that they still is in the designated holding area determined. In addition, registration this 
also helps government in distribute help in a way more organized and fair. To ensure 
compliance to rules, the government also held routine inspection at the center shelter 
(Kemenkumham, 2024). Inspection This done by the team a combination consisting of 
from officer security, staff social, and representative from organization humanity. 
During inspection, team This evaluate condition shelter, check compliance refugees to 
regulations, and provide help or suggestions if required. This routine inspection aiming 
for ensure that all refugees get adequate protection and services, while still comply 
applicable rules. In addition, education and socialization programs are also part 
important from supervision strict this. In case This, the Aceh Regional Government 
provides educational programs for refugees which includes information about rights and 
obligations they, as well as regulations that must be followed during living in a shelter 
(DSI Aceh, 2024). This program aiming for increase awareness and understanding 
refugees about importance comply rules, and help they adapt with environment new. 
 
Third, making draft Qanun. Making policy is step crucial in to overcome various problem 
or challenges faced a country, organization, or society. Through policy this, the 
government or organization can formulate approach coordinated strategic for 
overcome problem in a way effective. This is covers arrangement appropriate 
approaches and strategies, allocation source the right power like budget and 
infrastructure, as well as facilitation coordination inter-agency and cooperation cross 
sector or country. Policy also plays a role important in arrange protection law and rights 
basic for affected group impact, and enter component education and awareness public 
for support effort countermeasures in a way comprehensive and sustainable. Aceh 
regional government is carrying out survey and consultation with various parties, 
including public local, non- governmental organizations, and international agencies, to 
understand the impact felt and formulated steps needed taken. Information This used 
as base for compile comprehensive and responsive policies to the existing situation. One 
of the policy main applied is formation center centralized shelter. This aiming for 
minimize distribution refugees to residential areas public local, which can cause conflict 
and tension social. Shelter center equipped with a number of facility base for can fulfil 
need refugees. Then, in manage impact economy, Aceh Regional Government 
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implements policy allocation source efficient power. Government Work The same with 
organization international and humanitarian agencies for get assistance and support, so 
that burden economy No fully covered by the government region and society local. 
Policy This covers funding for development and maintenance facilities in the center 
shelter, as well as provision help food, clothing and supplies health for refugees. In 
addition, the government also stipulates policy integration social purpose for create 
harmony between refugees and communities local. Dialogue programs and activities 
together held for build understanding and tolerance, as well as reduce possible tension 
can happened. Policy This covers training skills and education for refugees, so that they 
can contribute in a way positive in society and not become burden economy. 
  
Aceh regional government does not only emit regulations that govern the movement 
and activities of refugees, but also establish sanctions for offender rule (Mumtazainur, 
2020). Regulation This aiming for ensure that refugees comply which regulations apply 
and which do not cause disturbance for public local. System strict supervision, incl 
placement officer security and use technology supervision, implemented for to uphold 
regulation This in a way effective for ensure policies and regulations walk with Well, the 
Aceh Regional Government also formed team supervisor on duty monitor 
implementation policies in the field. This team consists of from various parties, including 
apparatus government, officer security, and representation from non- governmental 
organizations. They responsible answer for evaluate effectiveness policy, handling 
complaint or problems that arise, as well as give recommendation repair If required. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

In terms of This, Acehnese society is referent object from effort securitization carried 
out Aceh Regional Government. Based on analysis carried out by the author, there is 
various problems faced by the Acehnese people regarding his arrival Rohingya refugees 
to area they, among others is existence impact economic and social. Impact emerging 
social from coming Rohingya refugees in Aceh include improvement tension social 
between resident local with Rohingya refugees, change dynamics public with existence 
integration and interaction new between refugees and residents, as well as pressure on 
facilities public like schools and services health that must be serve more many people. 
Impact emerging economy from coming Rohingya refugees in Aceh include presence 
Rohingya refugees who can give impact economy to a number of commodity local like 
the power market Work can experience pressure Because increasing competition for 
jobs in various sector. In addition, the increase population sudden this also affects sector 
economy local others, such as price property, request goods and services, as well as 
infrastructure public. Therefore That, Steps taken the Aceh government as securitizing 
actor in protect Acehnese society as referent object is with covers supervision strict to 
current enter refugees, coordination in provision help humanity, and implementation of 
social integration programs. In addition, in research This The author also discusses about 
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existential threat, and extraordinary measures. Threats existential that occurs 
consequence coming Rohingya refugees are under threat sustainability life Acehnese 
society, but also includes various aspect social, economic and security for Acehnese 
society. Rohingya refugees can considered as existential threat for Acehnese society in 
a number of important context Because Rohingya refugees arrive in a large number so 
that can cause impact significant social impact, and Rohingya refugees can also give 
pressure to source Power local such as clean water, food, facilities health, and place 
stay. Threat existential consequences from coming refugees Rohingya need steps 
outside normal for overcome problems that arise, including impact social, economic, 
and security. Extraordinary steps usually carried out by the Aceh Regional Government 
as securitizing actor in the form of three effort main, including is do distribution help 
humanity with to establish center shelter special temporary for Rohingya refugees, 
besides That The Aceh regional government also carried out implementation strict For 
ensure No There is Again Rohingya refugees who entered to the territory of Indonesia, 
last The Aceh regional government also made various one of the policies is making policy 
with objective For minimize distribution refugees to residential areas public local, which 
can cause conflict and tension social. Based on results findings, author to propose 
research furthermore for see from side the Indonesian government in effort 
securitization to refugees Rohingya ethnic group. The suggestion given Because study 
This only see effort securitization that has been carried out by the government Aceh 
region against refugees Rohingya ethnic group in the Aceh region. 
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